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Governor’s Proposed Budget Is A Good
Start for Schools — More Is Needed!
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P e So while the Governor’s proposals on education are

a start, they continue to shortchange local schools, fail
to meet the minimum funding requirements of Prop. 98
and make no commitment to repay the money that
was borrowed from public education. CTA will contin-
ue to work with the Legislature and the Governor to
make sure our students get the resources they de-
serve and need to succeed.
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e California continues to rank near the bottom in per-
pupil funding — $1,000 below the national average —
and has some of the largest class sizes in the nation.
Investing in our public schools is the most important
investment we can make for the economic future of
our state. CTA believes that it’s time that we look at
real education changes, including a school funding
system that is adequate, equitable and helps all chil-
dren reach the state’s academic standards. We also
need to look at how we attract and keep quality teach-
ers in every classroom and how we best improve
those schools that are struggling.

We do applaud the governor’s proposal to forgive stu-
dent fee increases at California colleges. This will give
more students the opportunity for higher education.
And while we believe that building adequate school
facilities is important, the governor offered no plan to
provide the textbooks or teachers to make those class-
rooms a good place for students to learn.
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Over, please...



